Swiss watches naming on the Chinese Market
An insight of Nomen China

In most Chinese people's minds, some Swiss watch brand names, like ROLEX (77lao:

work; 7JJjli: power; t:shi: man, person), are as eminent as the symbols of high quality
watches and even social status.

What could be called "Oyster", "lrony"
or "Constellation"?

These collection names of ROLEX, SWATCH and OMEGA must appeal to you as well as
Swiss watches' quality and superiority. However, what Chinese name you would expect for
them? Should they be just translated literally or vested with a totally new meaning?

A good brand name in Chinese not only helps you with identification, but also casts an
impression of dignity and mysteriousness on you. Yet, naming in Chinese is not that
simple or arbitrary.

It is evident that most brands and collections of Swiss watches have a special and
powerful Chinese name. Nevertheless, some Chinese names are somewhat awkward and
inappropriate.

The Nomen China Team together with the Nomen Switzerland team collected 14 brand
names and 109 collection names of Swiss watches, and made a close review on them. We
make a journey in this article to find out how these mythical names are adapted into
Chinese.
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AP AUDEMARS PIGUET (AP) Brand

ALDE\].\RS PIG[ET (B1%: & - ai, love; 1%, bi, that, counterpart; love the other part)

{e 'horloge

Despite of the consistent sound with the acronym of its English name, it sounds awkward if
pronounced in Chinese, and it even has negative significations in many of Chinese dialects
(the pronunciation of 'bi' is the same as female's sex organs). What's more, the Chinese
name doesn't make much sense and cannot represent this brand's culture. The western
brand name could be better adapted to China.

+ TISSOT Brand
Tlsso (K#£: X tran, sky; ¥, sug, shuttle; the shuttle moving in the sky)

S WATCHES SINCE 1385%2

Phonetically translated though, this brand name of Swiss watch is equally pinned with a
more powerful and striking meaning.

Since English language is alphabetic and arbitrary, a random combination of letters
probably conveys no meaning. For example, TISSOT tells little implication about the
brands, but the Chinese name "X#2" matches the phonetic similarity and also creates an
imaginative meaning. This name not only sounds good to Chinese consumers, but also
associates them with a strong feeling of time and space.
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ROLEX

™~
,’-\"’ The Submariner Collection
B 2 ¥ (4774 ¥ qgian, submerge; 1T xing, move; & zhé, person; the person
| % moving secretly)
NAZ

What's your first impression of the ROLEX Submariner collection name?
Mysterious?

Are you curious and willing to find out what it is about? That's how this collection tries to
attract you! When your curiosity is aroused, you are eager to unearth the "secrets" behind
the names.

What are the differences, appearance, functions, or properties? Such collection names as
Oyster Perpetual (£=UEx): tEhdo: Oyster; =: shi: style; {H: héng: permanent; zfjdong:
move), Constellation (2£FExTngzud: constellation) and Irony (4 J&jingshl: metal, iron) can
all magnetize you to find more information about the product.
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323 The Lyre Collection
> (B8, = qin, lyre, # yun, rhyme, the rhyme of lyre)

>

The Lyre Collection is semantically adapted into “Z559” (%% qin, lyre, £ yun, rhyme, the
rhyme of lyre) in Chinese. "%59" is one of collection names of LONGINES (/%=: jElang:
wave; Z5gin: lyre) in Chinese with obvious filiations between the Chinese collection name
and the Chinese brand name: the enclosure of "%" is consistent with its brand name both
in form and connotation, and makes it look perfectly as a subsidiary of LONGINES.

This naming choice is especially well-thought for China as all these brands were quite
recently introduced on the Chinese market and requires to hold together to build
awareness and reflect strongly their identity. Moreover, the semantic approach extols the
feel of softness, grace and elegance further than the English name.
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o= The Dolce Vita Collection
v (B 4E4h: B, dai, a color for make-up; &, zhud, outstanding,
ft, wei, keep, maintain; %/ - na, accept)

Quite differently, this LONGINES' collection name was phonetically adapted.

However, the whole name, which has a sort of exotic taste, is immediately associated with
something about romance and happiness when you first saw it. Apart from the reflection in
feature and target consumer, these Chinese characters entail rich implications and sound
in correspondence with the original name.

Doubtless, this is one of the most impressing and appropriate identifications for a watch.

&£
AN The La Grande Collection
y (3554, 5% jia, nice, beautiful; j, 1an, mist in the mountain; the pretty
Ty mist in the mountain)
""4;{

The naming of this LONGINES' collections is quite independent. It applies neither semantic
nor phonetic adaptation. Even so, with the expression of nature and elegance, it well
matches the artistic and aesthetic theme of LONGINES’ constant style.
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{L3EHf: 7T jtang: river; 13 shi: poem; FFdan: red, loyal; fiiidun: sudden, flash

The Overseas Collection
(U\EVUE: Y zonghéng: length and width, able to move

unhindered; VUi :sihal, everywhere, worldwide; tread unhindered in
the world)

With a Chinese idiom as the series name, VACHERON-CONSTANTIN signifies this
collection of watches with a broad and profound vision. If you are a male, you’ll be
doubtlessly impressed by the spirit beyond this name.

The Royal Eagle Collection

(BEZ .2, huang, royal; %, jia, home; [ > ying, eagle; royal
eagle)

This collection name is a complete semantic translation. However, its pronunciation
sounds like an ordinary person's name "¥huang: one of Chinese family names; jia,
home; #yTng: excellent people" or something common in Chinese. Consequently, this

name may be introduced to you in written form, but its pronunciation fails to get an effect of
distinction and privilege of a Swiss watch.
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KR KA BROu: Europe; >Kkmi: rice, meter; fifijid: exotic meaning

The De Ville Collection
(5 k.: W8 dié, butterfly; & - fer, fly; the flying butterfly)

In choosing the means of adaptation, this collection name of OMEGA is only switched well
in sound rather than in meaning. Although the meaning in Chinese is totally differently from
its original version, this collection is given a beautiful sense which conveys you natural and
imaginative scenery.

g The Seamaster Collection
% (M2 ¥, hal, sea; &, ma, horse; the sea horse)

Seamaster is divided into ‘Sea’ and ‘Master’, and they are switched by both means of
semantic and phonetic translation. Sea is literally put into '##' in meaning, while master is
put in to 'Z;' in sound. Translated in such a way, this collection name of OMEGA is concise
in form and sound, also easier to remember and identify.
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Last but not the least, it is worth of mentioning SWATCH's (7KL HrsT:this; Pkwo: rich,
fertile; thql: pretty jade) efforts on naming.

Besides the Chinese naming of brands and collections, SWATCH not only names for each
collection, but also gives a special or poetic Chinese name to every watch style in that
collection.

- FH B3

One style called Squirrel Time(IURkRIAEZE E: TCR%kmanglu: busy; Hde: of; 1E5E i hualishd,
squirrel) tells a story about a squirrel family playing games, and another Folkloral
Chic(H[di%: Htian: field; bdyuan: garden; i¥shi: poem) style expresses the beauty of
countryside with simple and crude designs.
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Squirrel Time (left) and Folkloral (right) Swatch watches

At present, the Swatch group is the big brother of watches in the globe, and it leads quite
ahead in China’s market as well. When we’re paying attention to Chinese brand naming
about Swiss watches, we cant help considering that whether Swatch’s success and its
concentration on such details of naming is only a coincidence or not...
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